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Press preview by accreditation: Saturday April 6, 2019, 12 pm 
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From April 6th to May 5th, 2019, Volumnia, a new exhibition project in the extraordinary 
spaces of the former church of Sant'Agostino in Piacenza, will host an exhibition dedicated to 
Gabriella Crespi,  ideated  by Enrica De Micheli in collaboration with the Gabriella Crespi 
Archive.  
No place seems more suitable to host a solo show of Crespi’s works than the huge 
deconsecrated church of Sant'Agostino. Both in her work and in her personal journey Crespi 
has repeatedly explored the theme of spirituality, her brilliant and multifaceted production 
littered with symbolic objects that refer to inner life and the ritualistic. 
 
The show, with exhibition design by Joseph Grima / Space Caviar, under the creative direction 
of Valentina Ciuffi / Studio Vedèt, and lighting by Davide Groppi, was created with the aim of 
paying tribute and enhancing the artistic work of Gabriella Crespi, proposing a selection of 
original works that represent her different styles and various moments from her career in a 
setting that encourages alternative perspectives. The exhibition includes over 30 objects and 
furnishings from the collection of the gallerist Enrica De Micheli, the Gabriella Crespi Archive, 
and various other collections.  
 
Volumnia is a platform for art and design that will inhabit the cavernous interior of a former 
church in the heart of Piacenza. With roots in the renaissance, it is a monumental and awe-
inspiring space steeped in the history, with rows of columns that spring dozens of meters into 
the air. 
Enrica De Micheli, a galleries whit over 20 years in antiques and design, is the initiator of the 
reactivation of this historic space through a broad range of activities including an exhibition 
space, a bistrot and a year-round cultural program.  
There is also a collaboration with the city’s Museums for the rotating exhibition of works from 
the Museums' warehouses, to offer more of the city’s heritage to the public. 
Positioned within striking distance of all of northern Italy, Volumnia will be a key node in the 
national and international network of cross-disciplinary art spaces and initiatives. 



	

 
Gabriella Crespi, born in 1922, studied architecture at the Politecnico in Milan, where her work 
is permeated by her perspective on Le Corbusier’s and Frank Lloyd Wright’s design 
experience. 
Since the 1950s, she has dedicated herself to the creation and worldwide circulation of 
furniture and other objects that balance design and sculptural abstraction. 
Thanks to her always original conception and ideas, to the articulated forms that meet the 
needs of contemporary design, and to the amazing ability to transform objects by adding 
openings, closings, and changes in function, Gabriella Crespi has conquered the international 
scene in a short time. Her creative journey still incisively inspires the expressive creativity of 
the current generation of artists. 
http://www.gabriellacrespi.it/en/biografia  
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