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Volumnia spaces are filled with the sculptures by Giuseppe Tirelli (1957), artist based in Piacenza. 
The English art critic Edward Lucie-Smith called him one of the most interesting and innovative 
representatives of the “Italian New Figurative Sculpture”. 
 
Looking at the impressive arcades of the desecrated Church of Sant’Agostino Tirelli’s sculptures 
interact with the space, the stratifications of his background and his tension toward higher and his 
spirituality. “The beauty of these figures rapted in their thoughtful solitude captivates our attention, 
they apparently look focusing on themselves and the riddle of their being, in the same way as the 
divine perfection may enchant and ask ourselves. This talented sculptor truly succeeds to call our 
attention to the summits of the soul and thanks to his brilliant and innate knack he transmits passion 
and uniqueness to a fine technique which has been gradually refined through an untiring and plastic 
search inspired by the greatness of the classical art and culture” Tiziana Pisati says in her critical 
essay. 
 
Human and legendary figures from different ages, continents and narrations, provide a human 
cosmos infused with references and evocations aim to develop our imagination and interpretation 
with respect to modern age. 
 
What they all have in common is the clear desire to “spread their wings” whether the reference is an 
Angel or a Lucifer, either mythological or fairy tales figures like Peter Pan and Don Chisciotte. 
 
To the artist their spirituality is protected through his gesture and technique in line with the sculptural 
traditional methods. 
In modeling his images Tirelli shapes terracotta, creates figures in chromatic resin or synthetic stone 
sculptures. Sometimes he uses the chisel to model sculptures directly from the marble surfaces. He 
says: “Nowadays anybody can make perfect sculptures thanks to either technology and computer, 
but that is not my style and never will be. I do not want to run the risk to lose the vitality of my spirit”. 
 
 
 
 
Born in Tanzania in 1957 Giuseppe Tirelli lives and works in Piacenza. 
He attended the School of Art “Gazzola” in the ’80. He started his project through a strictly personal 
research combining the features of the classical sculpture with contemporary futuristic and 
cybernetic atmospheres.  



	

Tirelli is working with important galleries and his works in recent years have become more popular 
even abroad. Many of his artworks have been purchased by collectors from USA , India, Brazil, 
Australia and Europe.  
Tirelli has exhibited ““Capitan America ha mangiato troppi Hamburger “at the International Expo in 
2015, then on the occasion of the show “Tesori d’ Italia” curated by Vittorio Sgarbi inside the 
exhibition “Sculture Mosaico”, a project by Laura Gavioli in collaboration with the mosaicist Marco 
Santi. 
 
Volumnia is a platform for art and design that inhabits the cavernous interior of a former Church in 
the heart of Piacenza. 
Enrica de Micheli, a gallerist with over 20 years of experience in antiques and design, is the initiator 
of the reactivation of this historic space through a broad range of activities including a huge exhibition 
space. A lovely restaurant will be lauched shortly close to the space. 
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A L I  Sculptures by Giuseppe Tirelli 
November 24 – December 28, 2019 
Opening hours:  
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Friday 10am – 11pm 
Special openings: 
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