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1) Press release 31/12/2020 
 
Coil Art Motive association together with its president Michele Cristella and 
with Fondazione di Piacenza e Vigevano are pleased to present the third 
edition of Ducato Prize. 
The Ducato Prize was born between Parma and Piacenza, from the need to 
raise awareness of contemporary art in the area, focusing its attention on 
national and international artists of the latest generations, who through their 
research are able to arouse critical reflection on the most significant aspects 
of our contemporaneity.   
The award is divided into two sections: Contemporary Art Award and 
Academy Art Award. The initiative will therefore be aimed at rewarding both 
artists who are already active within the contemporary art world, and younger 
artists, still enrolled in training institutes, in order to stimulate their growth. 
The Ducato Prize for its third edition has involved a jury that stands out for 
the professionalism and diversity of its members: Leonardo Bigazzi (curator 
of Lo schermo dell’arte, Florence), Zoe De Luca (independent curator, Milan), 
Marta Papini (artistic organizer of the 59 Biennale Arte 2022), Chris Sharp ( 
independent curator, Mexico city) and Paolo Zani (Gallerist, Zero…,Milan) 
The jury will have the task of selecting, among the applications received, 
forty artists from the Contemporary Art section and ten from the Academy 
Art section, from which six finalists will emerge (three for each section). 
To support the jury in the choice of the winner there will be an international 
board of collectors who will examine the applications and portfolios of the 
selected artists. 
 
The winners will receive a purchase prize of the following value: 
Contemporary Art Section winner: € 10.000.00 
Academy Art Section winner: € 1.000.00 
 
Ducato Prize and the jury reserve the right to assign any further special 
mention, acquisition award and production award in case they consider it 
appropriate. 
 



Registrations for the Ducato Prize, to be filled in and sent exclusively online 
as per the notice available on the Prize website, are open from January 1st 
till March 07th 2021. 
The finalists will be announced at the end of April 2021. 
The Ducato Prize will conclude with an exhibition at 
Volumnia space (Sant'Agostino Church, Piacenza) which will include not only 
the works of the six finalists of the Contemporary Art and Art Academy 
sections, but also the works of the finalist artists of the previous edition: 
Guendalina Cerruti, Piero Agostoni, Monia Ben Hamouda, Byron Gago, 
Clarissa Baldassarri and Giulia Crivellaro. In 2021 due to Covid19 
emergency the DucatoPrize exhibition didn’t take place. 
The 2021 Catalog, edited by Coil Art Motive and curated by Zoe De Luca, 
will display the exhibition’s photographs, interviews of the finalists and 
insights into the works of the first fifty selected artists. 
 
Ducato Prize is established by the cultural association Coil Art Motive with 
the valuable support of the Fondazione di Piacenza and Vigevano, Volumnia 
space and the sponsorship of: Municipality of Piacenza, Province of 
Piacenza, Emilia Romagna Region. 
  
DUCATO PRIZE 2021 
Opening and Winners’ announcement: 
Saturday June 5th  
Volumnia, Chiesa di Sant’Agostino, Piacenza 
Finalists exhibition: 
From June 5th to July 5th 2021 
Volumnia, Church of Sant’Agostino, Piacenza 
  
For more information: 
www.ducatoprize.com 
info@ducatoprize.com 
Coil Art Motive 
Via Carlo Tassi 10 
29016 Cortemaggiore (PC) 
 
2) Jury Biography 
 
Leonardo Bigazzi works as a curator at Lo Schermo dell’Arte since its first 
edition in 2008, where he has been responsible for special projects with the 
artists Hito Steyerl, Hassan Khan, Omer Fast, Hiroshi Sugimoto and Melik 
Ohanian. He is the co-director of Feature Expanded and the curator of VISIO 
– European Programme on Artists’ Moving Images, to which over 150 artists 
have participated. 
Since 2020 he is the curator of the Fondazione In Between Art and he is a 
member of the acquisition committee of the FRAC Bretagne (2020-2022).  



In 2018 he curated the exhibition Petrit Halilaj Shkrëpetima (Fondazione 
Merz, Turin; Paul Klee Zentrum, Bern; Runik, Kosovo). From 2014 to 2016 he 
was curator at Museo Marino Marini in Florence where he curated the solo 
shows of Rayyane Tabet and Pablo Bronstein. In 2016 he co-curated the first 
edition of La Nuite blanche de Monaco. 
 
Zoe De Luca is a curator, graduated in Communication in the Art Markets. 
She attended the International Curatorial Program organized by the NODE 
Center for Curatorial Studies. In 2011 she founded DIORAMA editions. In 
2014 she co-founded Siliqoon, an art label dedicated to the production and 
promotion of contemporary art. In 2018 she launched PANORAMA Milano, an 
online study visit archive with Milan based artists. She has written for several 
magazines including CURA., Day Off, Domus, Flash Art, L’Officiel and ZERO. 
 
Marta Papini is a curator based in Italy. 
She has been appointed Artistic Organizer of the 59 Biennale Arte 2022 in 
Venice. In 2020 she coordinates with Cecilia Alemani the exhibition Le muse 
inquiete, at the Central Pavilion of the Giardini della Biennale, Venice, and co-
curates with Camilla Mozzato the exhibition Protext! at Centro Pecci, Prato. 
In 2018 she is associate curator with Maurizio Cattelan of The Artist is 
Present, Yuz Museum, Shanghai. In 2017 she is assistant curator of Cecilia 
Alemani at the Italian Pavilion at the Venice Biennale, Il mondo magico. In 
2016 she curates one of the exhibitions of the 16th Rome Quadriennale. 
From 2014 to 2019 she is Curator at the Centro Pecci, where she curates 
shows such as Mark Wallinger Mark, Aleksandra Mir: Triumph, Eva Marisaldi. 
In 2014 she curates Shit and Die with Myriam Ben Salah and Maurizio 
Cattelan, Turin. From 2011 to 2014 she is project manager of TOILETPAPER 
magazine. 
 
Chris Sharp is a writer and independent curator based in Mexico City, where 
he co-runs the project space Lulu. Former news editor at Flash Art 
International and editor-at large of Kaleidoscope, he is a contributing editor of 
Art Review and Art-Agenda. His writings appeared in Artforum, Frieze, 
Mousse, artpress, and other publications. Curator-in-residence with Far Away 
So Close, Malmö, Sweden; Artspace, NZ; Nomas Foundation, Rome; Soma, 
Mexico City; Belvedere, Vienna; etc. He delivered lectures for Art 
Basel/Miami; LAXART, Los Angeles; The Walker Art Center, Minneapolis; The 
Palais de Tokyo; Paris; among others. 
 
Paolo Zani is the founder together with Claudia Ciaccio of Zero…, a 
contemporary art gallery established in Piacenza in 2000. Three years later 
Zero… moved to Milan, marking the first of many relocations and the 
nomadic nature of this gallery, dedicated to research and experimentations. 
Paolo curated a number of different projects in the gallery and off-site, 
ranging from the discovery of new talents to the collaboration with important 



international contemporary artists such as: Yuri Ancarani, Micol Assaël, Neil 
Beloufa, Giorgio Andreotta Calò, Michael E. Smith. 
 
3) Volumnia  
 
Volumnia is a platform for art and design that will inhabit the cavernous 
interior of a former church in the heart of Piacenza. With roots in the 
renaissance, it is a monumental and awe-inspiring space steeped in history, 
with rows of columns that spring dozens of meters into the air. Enrica de 
Micheli, a gallerist with over 20 years of experience in antiques and design, is 
the initiator of the reactivation of this historic space through a broad range of 
activities including an exhibition space, a bistrot and year-round cultural 
program which will start with the exhibition "Gabriella Crespi" next April, 
during Salone del Mobile. Positioned within striking distance of all of northern 
Italy, Volumnia will be a key node in the national and international network of 
cross-disciplinary arts spaces and initiatives. More info: 
info@volumnia.space, www.volumnia.space 
 
4) Collectors’ Board 
 
Collectors’ Board is a group of international collectors will play a key role in 
this edition, supporting the jury in the selection of the winner through an 
accurate analysis of the applications and the portfolio reading of the first fifty 
selected artists. Among the collectors: Emilio Alvarez, Emilio Bordoli, 
Frédéric De Goldschmidt, Mauro De Iorio, Erminia Di Biase, Andrea 
Fustinoni, Vittorio Gaddi, Marina Nissim, Cinzia Sanvido, Veronica 
Siciliani Fendi e Marco Zappalorto. 
 
5) Palmares previous edition 
 
The first edition took place in 2019 at the Palazzo del Podestà in 
Castell’Arquato (pc) from 30 May to 10 July 2019. The jury was composed 
of Attilia Fattori Franchini, Marina Dacci, Alberta Romano, Domenico 
Quaranta and Claudia Losi. The finalists' exhibition was composed of 
Alessandro Di Pietro, Andreia Santana, David Casini, Enrico Boccioletti, Eva 
Papamargariti, Giulio Scalisi, Guido Segni, Jennifer Taylor, Lito Kattou and 
Simone Monsi. 
 
Winner of the Contemporary Art section: 
Lito Kattou - Skins and Feathers IV Vol. 2 (sculpture) 
 
Winner of the special prize:  
Giulio Scalisi - Fontana Infinita (video) 
 
Winners of the Art Academy category: 
Gaia De Megni - "Propaganda" (performance) 



Paolo Bufalini - “Untitled" (sculpture) 
Luca Marcelli - “I was scrolling Instagram when I saw 5 strange coins 
materialize in front of me !!" (sculpture) 
 
The second edition took place in 2020 exclusively online due to the 
Covid19 health emergency, the jury was composed of Attilia Fattori 
Franchini, Marina Dacci, Zoe De Luca, Denis Isaia and Yuri Ancarani. The 
finalists for the contemporary art section have been nominated: Monia Ben 
Hamouda, Guendalina Cerruti and Pietro Agostoni. Finalists for the 
academy art section were nominated: Giulia Crivellaro, Byron Gago and 
Clarissa Baldassarri. 
 
Winner of the Contemporary Art section:  
Guendalina Cerruti - “Thanks a Million" (sculpture) 
 
Winner of the Academy Art section:  
Byron Gago - “Placenta" (installation) 
 
  


